Verifying the length and curvature of the stimuli
The lengths of the stimuli were measured with a digital caliper, which has a precision of 0.01 mm. The curvatures were measured indirectly by measuring the length of the total stimulus (L) as indicated in the figure below and the length of the base (b). The length of the base was measured by placing the sharp tips of the digital caliper at the corner of the circular section and the base and repeating the measurement a number of times. This yielded a precision of 0.05 mm. From these measurements the height of the circular part (h) can be determined and with this the radius R of the circle can be calculated:
where h is the height of the circular part and w is the width of the stimulus which is 20 mm. This method assumes a uniform circular surface, but for the purpose of our experiment this assumption is justified.
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